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Executive Summary

This early warning training module has been developed by the Disaster Management
Resource Centre (DMRC) unit of Sahbhagi Shikshan Kendra (SSK) under the technical
guidance of UNNATI, Ahmadabad with financial support from Malteser International and
the European Commission Humanitarian Aid department (ECHO) within the scope of a
disaster preparedness project titled “Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Management into local
Development Processes for Uttar Pradesh”.

An integral part of this project is the formation of five community based task forces for Early
Warning, Search & Rescue, First Aid, Water, Sanitation & Hygiene and Social Inclusion The
early warning training module follows the “Training of Trainers” approach adopted by SSK -
the task force members will be trained by relevant resource persons and in turn train their
fellow community members. It targets both local communities of rural India and disaster
management professionals and organizations.

This 48 (need to be checked) pages document comprises two parts. The first part serves as
didactical manual for teachers: Guidance for training preparation, implementation and
evaluation is provided, recommendations for session structuring and facilitation of
interactive learning are given, and a model training design is outlined.

The second part includes the actual training contents & references for eight early warning
training sessions. All training contents are described in clear and simple Hindi so that even
less literate people can conduct the training. Furthermore several early warning illustrations
have been inserted. Main topics covered include an introduction to early warning, traditional
community based & governmental practices for dissemination of early warning messages,
effective communication in early warning, roles and responsibilities of the early warning
task force etc.

ADRA, a global network of independent humanitarian organizations established by the
Seventh-Day Adventist Church, is currently implementing a similar project in Begusarai,
Bihar. Therefore the developed training approach will likewise be followed by them as per
mutual agreement.
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. Real Time Flood Forecasting -Indian Experiences (by R. D. Singh)
. Four Elements of People Centered- Early Warning Systems (UN-ISDR/Platform for

the Promotion of Early Warning) (Early Warning Systems — A Public Entity Risk
Institute Symposium)

. Community—Based Flood Early Warning Systems (Rosa T., Perez., Susan R..

Espiinueva and Hiilltton Hernando, Phiilliippiine Attmospheriic,, Geophysiicall and
Astronomicall Services) (Administration (PAGASA))

. Assessing Early Warning Systems: How Have They Worked in Practice? (Andrew

Berg, Eduardo Borensztein, and Catherine Pattillo) (This paper was originally

prepared for the IMF Research Department conference on earlywarning systems,
November 2001.)

. A study report on existing "Early Warning System & Traditional Practices of

Communities in Bahraich district of U.P" by Early Warning Team of DMRC, SSK.

. Popolar Communications facilitation (Pubished by South East Asia Popular

Communication Programme)

. Are You Communicating? (by Donald Walton)
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About Collaborating Organizations :

Sahbhagi Shikshan Kendra
A Centre for Participatory Learning

Organlsatlon for Development Education

Maltese_r
International
Order of Malta Worldwide Rellef

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
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* *
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Humanitarian Aid

SSK is a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) based in Lucknow,
India. It is one of the leading institutions specialized in capacity
building of NGOs, Community Based Organizations (CBOs) and
Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Jharkhand.

UNNATI is an NGO based in Ahmadabad, India. Among other things it
focuses on development education, development of concepts in
local self governance and disaster preparedness.

Malteser International is the worldwide relief organization of the
Sovereign Order of Malta for humanitarian aid. The organization has
more than 50 years of experience in humanitarian relief and covers
around 200 projects in 20 countries in Africa, Asia and the Americas.

ECHO is the largest single humanitarian donor in the world. It funds
relief operations for victims of natural disasters and conflicts outside
the European Union. In 1996, ECHO launched DIPECHO, a program
dedicated to disaster preparedness. The DIPECHO program funds
pilot projects intended to demonstrate that simple, inexpensive
preparatory measures can limit damage, increase resilience and
save lives.
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